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Preferred Strategies Overview

• Business Intelligence Platform of Choice: 

Business Objects 

• Preferred Strategies content to accelerate 

and simplify your implementation

• BI Quick Launch for JD Edwards

• Operational Data Store for JD Edwards

• Implementation Services

– Installation & Configuration

– Onsite Training (Crystal Reports & Adhoc)

– Custom Report Design



Business Objects Overview

• The leading global BI vendor

• 43,000+ customers in 80 

countries

• 5,000+ employees

• 3,000+ global partners

• SAP Acquisition

2007: $1,510M

2006: $1,250M

2005: $1,077M

2004:  $925.6M

2001: $415.8M

2000: $348.9M

1998: $167.0M

1997: $114.5M
1996: $85.5M

1995: $60.2M

1994: $30.2M

1999: $241.6M

1991: $1.62M
1992: $5.68M

1993: $14.1M

2003: $560.8M

2002: $454.8M
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A strong history 

of financial 

success



How do you choose the right BI?
1. Identify what development and distribution capabilities you need:

• Core Reporting 

• Ad-hoc Reporting

• Key Metric Reporting

2. Assess your existing resources to understand what you can 

support

• “IT Intensive”

• “IT Lite”

3. Assess your budget to understand what you can afford

Advanced

Quick & Easy to Deploy

Easy to Use

Visionary

Manageable Cost Effective



Strengths

• Quick Time to Value

• Lower Total Cost of Ownership

• “IT Lite” - Less reliance on IT resources

• Flexibility (ODS & Transactional Reporting)

• Jumpstart package for JD Edwards

• Implementation Program

• Extension of your business



- Headquarters in 

Palmer, AK which is 

about 40 miles north of 

Anchorage

- Additional offices in 

Eagle River and Wasilla

Matanuska Telephone Association



Matanuska Telephone Association

• Founded in 1953 as a local telephone service 

cooperative, Matanuska Telephone 

Association (MTA) delivers local telephone 

service, long-distance, wireless, business 

communication systems, digital television, 

high-speed Internet and directory services to 

an area that covers over 10,000 square miles 

in Southcentral Alaska.



JD Edwards Environment

• JD Edwards World customer since 1988 

• Upgraded to Version A9.1 January 2008

• Approximately 375 employees 

• Modules

- Financials (GL, AP and AR)

- HR/Payroll

- Distribution (Inventory, Purchasing & Sales Order)

- Work Order



JDE Reporting Before Business 

Objects/Preferred Strategies

• World Writers and FASTR

- Obvious limitations  

• SEQUEL / Query 400

- Rely more on IT for report development

- No drill down

- Not user friendly

- ODBC data security concerns



JDE Reporting Before – Cont.

• Global Software - Spreadsheet Server 

- Good ad hoc financial reporting in Excel

- Limited to certain JDE files and fields 

- Limited drill down capabilities

- Issues with monthly financial statements in Excel 

changing

- Not a company standard reporting tool with 

multiple data sources



JD Edwards Reporting Needs

• A more robust/flexible reporting tool that 

could handle our regulatory reporting

• A tool that could handle simple adhoc queries 

and complex drill down reports

• A secure way to give more employees access 

to data

• A reporting tool that could be a company 

standard



Reporting Needs – Cont.

• Didn’t want to start from scratch writing 

reports

• Rely less on IT for reports/support

• Push more of the reporting out into the 

business



Solution:

• Business Objects Edge Server

• Crystal Reports

• Web Intelligence

• Preferred Strategies BI Quick Launch  



How the Solution Met the Needs:

• Business Objects Edge Server 

– An industry leader in BI solutions

– A secure web browser interface to reports

– Minimal IT involvement to support 

• Crystal Reports

– The ability to write a wide variety of reports 

(including more complex/drill down reports)

– The same reporting tool can be used for different 

data sources

– Already had some experience with Crystal



How the solution met the needs 

- cont: 

• Web Intelligence

– Excellent end user ad hoc reporting tool

– Drag and drop report development environment

– Ability to customize universe 

– Very flexible



How the solution met the needs 

- cont: 

• Preferred Strategies BI Quick Launch  

– Crystal Report templates and samples for JDE 

– Universes defined for JDE

– Crystal Reports training tailored to JDE 

– One on one support when you run into problems

– Excellent support by people who are easy to work 

with 



JDE Future Reporting

• PoleStar Dashboard Reports

– We’d like to do some work with the PoleStar 

product to develop some better Executive 

reporting.



Live Demonstration

• Work Orders by Function Code

– Payroll transaction History Universe

• Work Order Temporary Close

– GL Account Ledger Universe with Work Order 

added

• MTAC Trail Balance with Drill Down 

– Crystal Report using Account Balances template 

and hyperlink drill down to ledger



Work Order by Function Code

Figures Modified for Demonstration



Work Order Temporary Close

Figures Modified for Demonstration



Trail Balance with Drill Down

Figures Modified for Demonstration



Trail Balance with Drill Down

Figures Modified for Demonstration



Questions

?


